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A Banner Year

Any mother can tell you
the difficulty of child
birth. | remember when
our second daughter was
born, the fear that came
over Alison when the la-
bor pains started. She
suddenly remembered
her first experience with
giving birth and even ex-
pressed that she didn’t
think she could do this
again. There is just some-
thing about a baby that
makes the pain of giving
birth worth while. You all
know that we have three
daughters.

In Galatians 4:19, the
Apostle Paul likens the
process of spiritual ma-
turity to that of giving
birth. He says, “my little
children, of whom | travail
in birth again until Christ
be formed in you.” The
Galatians had been deliv-
ered (born again) but it

Family Game Night

January 16th at 5:00 PM
In the Fellowship Hall

Please bring your whole
Family to game night.
This is an opportunity to
come together and enjoy
good Fellowship, food
and games.

appeared as if they
needed to be delivered
again. There was no spiri-
tual progress. There were
no signs that birth had
occurred.

Everyone knows that ba-
bies do not stay babies.
The presence of life will
not allow it. But the Gala-
tians were being seduced
by false teachers who
had infiltrated their ranks
and were attacking the
very gospel that produces
new life (Gal. 1:7). Paul
was there when the Gala-
tians were delivered. He
calls them his little chil-
dren and he was not go-
ing to give up on them.
Even if it meant enduring
the pain of birth a second
time.

It is God’s design, desire,
and will, that believers
become like Christ. We

The Women’s Ministry is
having a “Dumpling Cook-
ing” and “Chili Making” at
Peggy Dellinger’s house
earlier in the day and
they will be bringing
these to game night..

Volume 40 Issue 1

are delivered by Christ
into the family of God and
as children grow as Christ
is formed in us. Any good
pastor longs for his peo-
ple to grow in Christ. Even
if it involves striving or
pain in the process.

The beginning of a new
year is always a good
time for self-examination.
As you assess your own
spiritual progress over
the past year. Is Christ
being formed in you? Are
you closer to the Lord
today than you were this
time last year? Are there
signs of spiritual birth. Be
it known, that it is this
pastor’s desire that Christ
be formed in each of you
and that 2010 will be the
greatest year of spiritual
growth in the life of River
View.

Pastor Ricky

Please sign up so we can
prepare plenty of food
and games for all to en-
joy. See you there.

Robin Coffey and
Kelly Wilson
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AWANA NEWS

What a great year 2009
was for AWANA! Due to
our great & faithful staff
we average 40 children
every Wednesday night.

For those of you that won-
der what goes on in
AWANA, | wanted to tell
you a few things that |
have observed.

The Cubbies are the ones
that have grown the most
in size this year. There
are 8, three to four year
olds every night, and boy
are they excited and full
of energy! At any given
time, you can hear them
singing, see them walking
down the hall on the way
to go see CubbieBear and
his friends. A few weeks
ago, you may have caught

their leader, Alison, yet
again bringing Bible sto-
ries to life. The story was
about the friends that
took their lame friend to
Jesus. Alison and Nicki,
with some help

from Commander Marty,
were seen carrying each
child in a blanket down
the hallway! Do you think
they will remember that
story? | bet they will for
years to come.

The Sparks and T&T's
work hard every night on
scripture memoriza-

tion. They really enjoy
game time that Doug and
Ann are so great

with. And of course, they
love snack time...Thanks
Barbara.

This Sure Sounds Like Fun!
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The Puggles are our
youngest AWANA mem-
bers. They are taught a
Bible story and all about
God being good.

AWANA is made up of
leaders that love Jesus
and want the children to
know that He loves
them. These children are
our future church leaders
and AWANA gives them
the foundation they need
to build upon.

We ask for your continued
prayers for 2010.

Commander
Marty Peeler
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Wise Words (Copied From the South Fork News Letter)

New Years Resolutions
are promises we make to
ourselves. They are al-
ways intended to make
us better. We never re-
solve to smoke or drink
or eat more. We don't
resolve to get a little fat-
ter so we can go to those
stylish "relaxed fit" jeans.
We don't resolve to do
worse financially in the
coming year, just so we
will have to pay fewer
taxes. No, resolutions are
meant to make us better.

Why do we need to renew
some of the same prom-
ises every year? The
Apostle Paul says it's be-
cause we want to do
good but our nature usu-
ally brings our best plans
to naught. How shall we
live during this New
Year? By what measures
do we decide if we are
living or doing better?
Let's look at how we can

test our resolutions.

Our greatest difficulty is
not KNOWING the right
thing, but DOING the right
thing. I've never met any-
one who did not want to
know God's will. The prob-
lem is that they want to
know it so that they can
consider it. In other
words, if | like what God's
will is for me, | will do it,
but if not, | won't. Simply
knowing right from wrong
doesn't make us a good
person. Acting on the
knowledge does. For in-
stance, we know we
should witness our faith,
but what do we do about
it? Goodness is more than
avoiding evil. Sir Edmund
Burke observed that "the
only necessity for evil to
triumph is for good men
to do nothing". This para-
phrases James 4:17
which states that to know
good and notdoitis a
sin. It's not enough to

Brick Campalgn-Prayer Garden

Thanks to each of you
who have shown an inter-
est in the walkway pro-
ject. There is still time to
purchase a brick(s) for
the walkway.

If you have turned in your
order, we would appreci-
ate payment now until
February 7, 2010. We

plan to order the brick
when payments have
been received, soon after
February 7.

As soon as weather per-
mits in early Spring, we
plan to put in the walk-
way.

KNOW good, you must BE
good to make a differ-
ence. Whatever things
you resolve to do you
ought to submit them to
this test:

I. Would it be good if eve-
ryone did what | want to
do?

2. Would Jesus have done
this - would he approve?

3. Will this thing ever gain
control of me? Call | quit it
anytime | desire?

4. Would it harm my
body?

5. Would it harm my fam-
ily?

6. Would it offend my
brethren or cause some
young Christian to fall?

Think about it.. .. Happy
New Year.

Bob Wise

For additional information
or if you have suggestions
about the walkway, call
Peggy Coffey at 704-735-
4812 or Vickie Wise 704-
732-8836.

WISE
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December Recap

It is truly hard to believe
that December is almost
history and a new year is
upon us. Where has time
gone? December has
been a fun and event
packed month. It all got
started with a wonderful
mission emphasis Sun-
day. The Lottie Moon of-
fering for missions and
the week of prayer are a
major part of December.
So on Sunday morning
the 6th, | brought a mes-
sage on winning the lost
at home and abroad. In
the evening service IMB
missionaries Corey and
Racheal Pendergrass
came and presented their
call to West Africa. At the
close of the service we
broke out into prayer
groups for a time of pray-
ing. By the way our Lottie
Moon Offering goal is
$4,000.00. There is also
still time to give if you
would like.

On Tuesday evening we
celebrated Christmas with

Happy Hearts

Happy Hearts will be going to
North Star Fish Camp in Dallas,

on Jan 12th at 4:00 PM.

We always enjoy going to North
Star. The seafood is always deli-

cious.

Please sign up so we can sched-

ule the reservations.

our Happy Hearts. We
had a wonderful time to-
gether even though it was
cold and messy outside.
The tables were all deco-
rated beautifully and the
meal was delicious. We
appreciate so much all
who decorated a table
and Rick and Barbara for
the meal.

On Sunday evening the
13th our Adult Choir pre-
sented a Mike Speck Can-
tata: “The Heart Of Christ-
mas.” The choir did a tre-
mendous job and the
event was well attended.
Almost a packed house!
On Thursday evening the
17th a number of us
spent the evening carol-
ing. We had a great time
visiting a number of our
homebound and | believe
our visits were deeply ap-
preciated. Thanks, David
Coffey for your leadership
in these events.

On Sunday morning the
20th our River View Chil-
dren presented their
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Christmas Program. What
a wonderful job they did?
As they re-created the
Nativity story in full cos-
tume. No doubt we will
remember this program
for days ahead. Thank
you Alison Brown and
Linda Goode for your time
and hard work.

Finally Sunday Evening
the 20th we gathered for
our Christmas Fellowship
meal. This was a covered
dish meal with a mission
theme of Christmas
around the world. Tables
were decorated as the
countries they repre-
sented. Each person who
decorated a table shared
with us Christmas tradi-
tions of that country. We
had a great turn out for
this event with a number
of visitors. Thank you
Robin Coffey and hospi-
tality for all you do. Until
next time happy New Year
and God’s Best!

Pastor Ricky




